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RETHINK LOCAL

NEW IN NEW YORK HOTELS, PART V

COUNTER
CULTUR

It's not just dinner—for a new generation of New York
restaurants and nightlife spaces, it's a meal- or evening-long
staycation with hints of another time or place.
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Suzuki’s location gave it automatic velvet-
rope cachet {along with more than a few
design and operational headaches). Hiro
Isogai, managing principal, interior architec
ture, WDG Interior Architecture, uses the
palette to reinforce the sense of retreat and
exclusivity in the restaurant’s three areas:
Suzuki, Satsulkd and bar Three Pillars. The final
touch? Layering in elements that add a sense
of history—even if it involves events that are
half a world away. "This is a bit more preva-
lent in the Three Pillars bar but the basis of

design for the all the spaces was an influence

from car y Japan., During this
period architecture and fashion looked
toward adopting styles from France and Italy,
as well as other European sensitivities of the
era; says Isogai.

As for making magic happen in the real
world? The basics of utilizing layout and
existing materials haven't changed, Placing the
private dining area of Suzuki at the back
creates automatic privacy. Abdallah's work on
good traffic fiow has the added benefit of
simplifving meeting ADA regulations. Ruddy
turned not anly to reusing materiala from the
site as focal points, but also to the schist walls
to form a focal point (they sparkle when lit).
Practical ingredients, maybe, but they come
together for a magical cocktail. @
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